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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


BIFF! POW! SI 






















































































DIRE STRAITS 
WALK OF LIFE 
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MADNESS 

THE SWEETEST GIRL 






























KIDS AID 










RAFFLE 




to Sherwood Forest and a posh 
banquet* A day in the studio with 
Radio Orwell in Ipswich • A £200 
Co-op shopping voucher • 30 
Software Communication 
computer games • A Slazenger 
tennis racket • A Philips electronic 
“Pocket Memo” • A 12 hour 
recording “session” at Terminal 
Studios in London* A family day 
out at Pleasure Wood Hills 
American-style “leisure" park near 
Great Yarmouth • A skydiving 
course (gulp) with London 







tt^e spirit op 

“That year means a lot to 
us,” says The Alarm’s 
singer, Mike Peters. “We 
wouldn’t be here if it 
wasn’t for '76. Punk 
started off with a 
message - do it yourself, 
form a band, be your own 
person. But that 
goodness was lost. The 
kids got disillusioned. 

And that’s what the 
song’s about, fighting 
that disillusionment. 

Fight it, find the goodness 
in your heart!” 
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p 10 albums i 


labelled “aggressive 1 ’ or 
“opinionated”, they whip t 

support*Some people deno 























“If someone had said to me when I was 
I would have laug 


• It wasn’t that long ago that 
Feargal Sharkey hated pop music. 
He used to dress in horrible 
zip-up cardies and a grotty parka 
and heave colour tellies around 
for a living. But now he spends 20 
hours a day planning his videos 
or recording or rehearsing, wears 
£400 tailored suits and has made 
enough money to retire. 

I HAD THE CLASSIC IRISH 
CATHOLIC WORKING CLASS 
UPBRINGING. 




■ ■■ I DO CRINGE WHEN I LOOK 


But the town I lived in didn't even possess a 
branch of Marks & Spencer! It didn't have a 
branch of anything. You wore what was 
available, there wasn't any choice. Doc 
Martens were practical because they lasted a 
year; parkas were good whether it was hail or 


16, ‘You’ll end up as a successful musician’, 
hed in their face.” 



AT HOW I USED TO DRESS. ■■■ 


rain or snow. I rememberthe first really 
expensive suit I bought-it cost about £400.1 
wasn't too sure I was doing the right thing - it 
felt a bit decadent. I have a big wardrobe 
full of clothes these days though-and a huge 
dry cleaning bill! 





Sharkey 


I WAS A CLEVER LITTLE SO-AND-SO. 

I’ve got six or seven “O” Levels - English, Maths, 
Geog, blah blah blah - even though I did barely 

20% male unemployment - the only thing the 
bloody town had was a Ben Sherman shirt factory. 

stayed at home and looked after the kids. I mean, if 

havela^he^mt^n^oe-'the'chaMes ofthat^ 
happening were pretty damn remote. You knew 
damn well that if you got a job you’d take it no 

I GOT MY FIRST JOB THANKS TO 
COLOUR TELEVISION. 

until1975, by wUchtimc rdTft’school and was 
on the dole. The local TV rental shop just needed a 
bit of help for a couple of weeks, until the initial 
surge of people wanting colour TVs died down. I 


I QUITE LITERALLY STUMBLED INTO 
BEING IN A GROUP. 

Billy Doherty, the Undertones’ drummer, was in 


vividly remember Gary Glitter doing “Hello 
Hello I’m Back Again” on Top Of The Pops with a 
little framed picture of himself - but I wasn’t 


Initially I told Billy to sod off, bi 


nd myself, 
in the end he 
thing to do on 
ied on working 
:ime I did Top 


etal band. It wasn’t a very advisable thing to do 
go and throw beer over them - not if you want 


Belfast label called Good Vibrations. It cost a tot; 

absolutely hated the damn thing. But we sent a 
copy to John Peel anyway, and - behold - the ne> 
thing we know, “Teenage Kicks” was in the Top 


The 

‘"woertones 
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I’VE JUST TURNED DOWN A CHANCE TO 
BE ON WOGAN- 1 HAVEN’T GOTTIME. 

being a “celebrity”. For instance, I’ve just done a 
Joan Rivers thing for BBC2 - h’W be shown in 

song, which is OK, but then they asked me to 
come and have a chat with her. I refused. I didn’t 
think I should prostitute myself. And to me that’s 
what it is - complete and utter prostitution. I 






■7" AND 12 


A6819 


TA6819 











"The activities". 

Andy Ridge, 20 
Forces, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 


‘ ' Freedom to do what I like”. 

Melanie Watson, 19 
Hairdresser, Wakefield. 







“It's just an experience really". 



"I've just had a really good time, I can't 
single anything out". 

Dept. Manager, St. Albans. 



"There's plenty going on and 
it's nice to be with the 
same age group". 

Helen Peasley, 19 
Nurse, Chertsey, Surrey 



“Just everything". 

Dave Spence, 30 
Teacher, Brindley, Notts. 




















































"Meeting other people of the same age 
who all do different things fora living' 

Lisa Kellett, 18 
Wages Clerk, Leeds. 



“They always look after you, 
they are friendly, and sort out 
all your problems". 

Andy Ryalls, 22 
Carpenter, Salisbury. 



“The trips are good and the people 
are really great. I came on my own 
and now I've got lots of friends". 

Louise Meadows, 21 
BR Worker, Cumbria. 


Let's face it, 
people only 
go on a 
Club 18-30 
holiday for 
one thing. 

If you only have the chance to go away once a year it’s well 
worth finding out what sort of time you’ll have when you get 
to your resort. Therefore, to give you some idea of who you 
might meet on the beach, we’d like to introduce you to a few 
of the people who took a Club 18-30 holiday last summer. 

Of course, as anybody will tell you, young people only 
go on holiday with Club 18-30 for one thing. The question is 
"what"? 

In an attempt at an answer we asked these few clients 
what "one thing” was best about their holiday. It was no 
surprise to us that their answers varied; when you've been 
looking after young people for over eighteen years you come 
to appreciate that different people enjoy different things. 

Still, at the end of the day, even we have to accept that 
underneath it all there is only one real reason why people go on 
holiday with us time and time again. The fun of it. 



Where do some people 
get their ideas? 
























“I CAN’T 
WAIT” 

THE NEW SINGLE FROM 

STEVIE 

NICKS 


ft 





































0GET SMART 

• There is absolutely nothing that Smash Hits doesn't know about (apart from gardening and The Industrial Revolution), 
so if you’ve got a “query” write to: Get Smart, Smash Hits, 52-55 Carnaby Street, London WIV 1PF. 













Train seats reduced by up to 80% in February 
with a Young Persons Railcard. 


Anyone with a Young Persons Railcard can have 
a reduced seat. 

For the whole of February you can travel on a 
Saver ticket at up to 80% discount any day (except 
Fridays on trains departing between 1200 and 2000). 
A Saver ticket that normally costs £20, for 


example London to Crewe, now costs £4. For more 
details of our offer see the special leaflet from stations 
and travel agents. 

So if you're 16-23 now's the time to pick up a 
Railcard for just £12. Don't miss our offer before the 
seats disappear altogether. 


We’re getting there ^ Young Persons Railcard 



BE CULT PERFORMERS. 
THERE ARE PEOPLE OF 
72 WHO LIKE BROKEN 
WINGS'." 

BROKEN 

WINGS 
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Mr Mister, left to right: Steve Farris, Pat Mastelotto, Richard Page and Steve George. 















BABY LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 
CAN’T ESCAPE IT 
BABY YESTERDAY S FAVOURITE 
DON’T YOU HATE IT 

(EVERYTHING’S ALRIGHT) 

LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 
(EVERYTHING’S ALRIGHT) 

BABY LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 
DON’T BACK-DATE IT 
BABY DON’T TRY TO SHADE IT 
BEAUTY IS NAKED 

(EVERYTHING’S ALRIGHT) 

LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 
(EVERYTHING'S ALRIGHT) 

WHAT YOU MAKE IT 



BABY LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAK 
CELEBRATE IT 3 
ANTICIPATE IT 
YESTERDAY’S FADED 
NOTHING CAN CHANGE IT 
LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 


(EVERYTHING’S ALRIGHT) 
LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 
(EVERYTHING’S ALRIGHT) 
LIFE’S WHAT YOU MAKE IT 
(EVERYTHING’S ALRIGHT) 


REPEAY AND AD LIB TO J’ADE 

WORDS AND MUSIC BY , 
MARK HOLLIS/T. FRIESE-GREEN 
REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION 
ISLAND Ml M( LTD Z.IIMBA 
MUSIC PUBS LTD 
ON EMI RECORDS 





TOE ALARM • SPIRIT OF ’76 













A NEW COMEDY 
STARRING 

MICHAEL J. FOX 

OF 

“BACK TO THE FUTURE” 


In the West 
End and 
on General 
Release all 
over the UK 
NOW 




































JohnnyJohnny 


& 4 Track 12" 

including 
3 brand new 
previously 
unavailable songs 


THE GUEST WHO 
STAYED FOREVER 


OLD SPOONFACE 
IS BACK 






Five Star aren’t like most pop 
stars. They don’t spend all their 
time going wild at flashy 
nightclubs or crashing racing 
cars or jetsetting around the 
world. In fact they hardly go out 
at all. And they don’t seem to 
bother very much with the 
opposite sex. Instead, they prefer 
to stay at home with their parents 
- painting, baking, rehearsing, 
reading pop magazines and 
sliding downstairs under a quilt 
Eh? Tom Hibbert meets Lorraine, 
Delroy, Doris, Deniece, Stedman 
... and John the cat. 


Delroy (15) 


“I always had girls around me in 
junior school and I really enjoyed 
their company but I don't think it 
would be fair to have a girlfriend 






I L 



“Sometimes I look back and I 
really miss school. I lost contact 
with all my friends as soon as I 
left I don’t have any contact 
outside the family really.” 






Y T I E S ^ 



Deniece (17) 


Stedman (21) 


"I never go out on my own to the 
shops or anything and I don’t 
have very many friends. But I am 
quite a nice person.” 

a a We do rehearsals for several hours a day, then 
£ ft we have dinner and play games and there's no 
u u tension. We all get on very well. In my room 
I’ve got an organ on my bed and I just write songs and 
play along to them, and read magazines like Just 
Seventeen and pop magazines that my Dad brings 
home. I enjoy reading about the pop stars - it's 
interesting. I look for pictures of A-ha because I like 
the lead singer. I like his eyes: they’re just special - 
very special - and I just like looking at them really. I 
never go out on my own to the shops or anything and I 

person. I didn't have many friends at school because 

always run straight to the front because that's what my 
mother told me to do. Loads of children, they'd go 
straight to the back, so they didn't want to get into 


as my mother told r 


much else of my childhood but I was always tripping 
over, my Mum used to say, and I was very strong and 
very big she said. But I wasn’t naughty. We just played 
about, my brothers and sisters. We used to get the 
quilt and stand at the top of the stairs and everybody 
would get under the quilt and we'd slide down the 
steps so the one next to the wall would bash his head 
on the radiator which was fun. And sometimes we 



“I don’t really think about boys 
and things like that When it 
happens, it'll happen and we'll 
live happily ever after.” 


---'ve got plenty to occupy 

myself with. I do designing also and I like to draw or I 

*- *--iat big chocolate 


ke Devil's Food Cake wt 


Star 


I've done tw_ _______ 

rst one I did was of the/'Hide And Seekf video. I did 
rop and the floor and I cut out pictures of 5 
dually and stuck them onto the model and it 
really good. No, I didn't used to watch Blue Peter 
iidn’t like that. I thought it was a bit gongy. I 
dn't stand that girl's hand shaking when she was 
ing things. I like Dynasty. Well, I don't like Dynasty. 
lally, but I used to like watching Quincy when that 
on and Cagney And Lacey. Other than that I like 
he big films that come on like Moses and The Ten 


0 .Ve don't really go out so we just play 

our own records at home and turn the music up as 

find I'm missing out on anything. Boyfriends? That'll 
come in time. I can wait for Michael Jackson - apart 
from him I don’t really have any heroes or heroines 
apart from my Mum and Dad. I don’t really think about 
boys and things like that. When it happe" l "' *— 



“I used to do karate because 
when I was at school there was 
always girls around me and some 
of the boys, they didn’t like it and 
they wouid wait for me...” 

a a We each have our own room - except for me 
" u always get away from each other if we ever 

photography and to paint. I used to paint in 
watercolours but I've started doing oils because I get 
bored of one thing and want to try something else. I 
did my first oil painting using a lot of yellow - it was a 

been a dancer or a dance teacher - I studied dance 
and performing arts at college in Epsom before we 

rugby player. I'm very fast. I used to do karate too 
because when I was at school there was always girls 

and they would wait for me... Most of imy friends from 
school I’ve had to drop... When I went to college I was 
very insecure and very shy and I didn't know how to 
pay rent and things. When I came home every 
weekend my mother would worry because I was so 
frail - I was down to six-and-a-half stone and my 

sister phoned me and said 'please come home 







MADNESS •Sweetest Girl 



splendid new 7”& 12”single• izz 8 jazz 8-12 





















BASF LH EXi C90 
5 PACK £4.45 
SAVE £2.00 

Normal price £6.45* 


WHSMITH 


audio 


BASF CHROMDIOXID EXnC90 
3 PACK £4.47 
SAVE £1.50 

Normal price £5.97* 





















































M&&MB2 

LEBON 

He calls her Pebbles, and she calls him Captain Fantastic 
Wonderful Best Man On Earth or something. 

And they’ve decided to call their baby either Blob or 
Thames Barrier. And keep it in a corner of the kitchen. 
Marriage obviously makes some people go very wibbly. .. 

Interview: Chris Heath Photo: Gilles Bensimon 


MRHM "It's a whole new Duran generation." sighs Nick Rhodes wisely. “And the trouble is. Andy's kid is going to 
IQaQjHtttNl be the bully.'' 

Nick is pointing out that like millions of other pop stars. Duran Duran seem to have gone getting-married-and-having- 
babies bonkers. “It's all a bit much really. I said to Simon the day I found out that Julie-Anne was pregnant ‘oh guess what? 
Julie’s going to have a baby’ and Simon said 'great!'. And then the next day Simon came up to me and said 'you know that 
little baby of yours?’ -1 said 'yes' - he said 'well, it’s going to have a little friend to play with'." 

Nick reckons they’ll both pop into the world ready to face Farley's Rusks, Fisher-Price play centres and Andy Taylor 
Junior around August this year. It is. he agrees, all rather sweet especially for Simon who has only just got married. 

Today Arcadia are supposed to be filming a video for their next single but though Simon does 
everything the director asks, he seems much more interested in being with Yasmin. They spend 
most of the time whispering, canoodling, laughing, and generally being, like, very much in love. 

“I’m really pleased for them," beams Nick. “They’re both so happy.” 

They carry on just the same throughout the interview: taking the mickey out of each other 
and rolling around laughing For the first half Yasmin sits on a chair across from Simon, only 
occasionally leaning over to poke him or threatening to throw a copy of Arcadia’s new 
single “The Promise" at him. But halfway through she decides they've been separated quite 
long enough and she snuggles up next to her new husband on the couch. 

On the floor next to Simon's feet is a half-read book about the Whitbread Round The 
World Race - he's obviously swotting up. as he’s to leave Yasmin to join the crew of 
Drum in New Zealand tomorrow. But at the moment he's more concerned with answering 
a few questions about the last few weeks. For instance... 



ort of country hotel. 
Simon: My brother (Dovi 

Yasmin: For about half ai 





to everybody, “you’ve got no obligat 





















ALSO AVAILABLE ON 7" 

"DON'T WASTE MY TIME’ TAKEN FROM THE ALBUM AND CHROME CASSETTE 'PAUL HARDCASTLE" 

Chrysalis 


N E W 
SINGL 


CAROL KENYON 
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ST OVER THERE ON THE RIGHT 
(NO CHEATING) 


























































EXTENDED (RE-MIXED) 12" 

-AND- 

LIMITED EDITION 
DOUBLE PACK 7" 

(INCLUDES LIVE VERSIONS OF 
“STREET HASSLE” AND “LOVE SONG”) 

SOON ON TOUR (aildstbsoldout) 

NEC BIRMINGHAM 23 ,24 FEBRUARY 
SEC GLASGOW 26,27,28 FEBRUARY 
WEMBLEY ARENA 2, 3 MARCH 


M\DS 

SANCTIFY 
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Acnidazilisa 

different kind oftreatment.^v 
/ Although it costs a little more, \ 

/ it could make all the difference to you \ 

/ and your spots. \ 

/ UNIQUE INGREDIENT \ 

/ Acnidazilistheonlyspottreatmentthatcontains \ 
f miconazole, which kills bacteria and is especially 1 
formulated to reduce the dryness and irritation 
1 often associated with other spot treatments. / 

\ HARD ON SPOTS, SOFT ON SKIN / 

\ So while Acnidazil works hard on your spots / 

\ it will be soft on your skin which is more / 

\ than can be said forsome other lower / 

\ price spot treatments. / 

Ask your pharmacist 
for advice. 

Acnidazil 

IT’S CLEARLY WORTH IT 



IF YOU STICK TO THESE 
FOR TWO YEARS YOU’LL 
BE OFF THE ROAD. 

Nowadays you can't ride around on a motor 
cycle for ever on L plates. 

In fact, you’ve got 2 years to pass both parts 
of your test and get your full licence. 

If you don’t, it'll be 12 months before you can 
get another provisional licence and so get back on 
your bike. 

To pass the tests, however, isn’t difficult if 
you’re properly prepared. All over the country 
there are training courses available. And they are 
designed to help you pass your tests first time and 
make you a much better, safer rider. 

You’ll find details of training schemes from 
your motor cycle dealer or the Road Safety Officer 
at your local council. 

So if you want to stay on your bike don't stick 
to your L plates. 



































THIS WEEK IN JUST SEVENTEEN 














































































ke! Why, take Paul 
Young and his "paramour" 
Smith. Has she really 
^slipping away tor^ 

second-hand car dealer Sean 
.like what it says here 

'Course nod It’s jusUnother 
ing geezer making up a lot 

blimeybedroomtrolicscorblime- 

yPaulYoungcorblimeynotmuch- 

goodatitoireckoncorblimeycanl- 




>t our sickbags. Dart: 

led "Crafty Cockney’ 

t>b Marleyl Greek 
ise Nana Mouskou 


at McDonalds every day? 

: aawrWtH!V!«J! Cor blimeyl 
Sorry about that last statistic - 
lair makes you toss your 
Chicken McNuggets, don't il? 
Cor blimey cor blimey 
Wsyerfarver? Oh, look! 


hat was, which ol plans to set an 


(the behaviour, that is) is by a., 
accounts simply atrocious. 
Madonna was recently filming 
a video for a new single 
coming out in the Spring, when 
her husband dropped in to take 
charge of proceedings and 


’ radio star disc jockey and new 
pop music “columnist” for one 


oHheJSunday "news” papers anyone as “Madonna”. Why on 

Sean, her proper tiile is 
“Madame”! In addition, no 

spluttered Sean, would be 
permitted to tell jokes or even 
to laugh on the set. Why on 

thundered S jokesTHo! 
We'll soon see about M 
What do you call a felt tip 
that's had all its hair cut off? A 
shorn pen! Hahaha! A shorn 
pen - gedddddittt???! - so put 
that in your smelly old pipe 

Who do you think you are 
anyway - Philip-Michael 
Thomas’ Talking of which - 
shortly after the Miami Vice 

had granted an audience to 
Britain's Brightest Magazine 
(see B/e), Mutterings learned 


Stone Me! 









T H E ACT I O N B A N K • T H E A C T I O N B A N K • T H E A C T I O N B A N K 


O 
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You’ll be able to manage your money more effectively with a NatWest 
On line account All you need to open one is a fiver. 

Three pounds of that starts you saving. The rest brings you special 
On Line exclusives like our regular news magazine, packed with pop, fashion, 
sport and competitions. 

You also receive a slimline electronic “continuous memory” calculator 
in its own stylish wallet. 

Just the thing for counting up the cash you’ll save with On line 

it opening requirements and conditions must be com^edwiUi^nns^indocwKlmans may notice of withdrawal requ red o Md 

A NatWest 


■ THE ACTION BANK 


THE ACTION BANK • 















